
 

 

 

THE ACTS OF THECLA 
Translated by Ross Shepard Kraemer (1-43) 

and J. K. Elliott (longer endings) 
Introduction by Ross Shepard Kraemer 

Written before the beginning of the third century C.E., and possibly as early as 
the mid-second century C.E., the work usually called the Acts of Paul and 
Thecla is found within a larger composite work, The Acts of Paul, although it 
may have circulated independently at first. It might more properly be called 
simply the Acts of Thecla, since it is only tangentially concerned with Paul: the 
central theme is the conversion and subsequent life of Thecla of Iconium. 
Originally written in Greek, it exists in Latin, Syriac, and Ethiopic as well, 
testimony to its broad popularity. 
The work engendered controversy early, in part because Thecla's self-baptism was 
apparently used by some Christians to legitimate women's performance of the rite 
of baptism on others. Tertullian denounced the work (or a similar text) around 
203 C.E., arguing that it could not be used to give women the authority to 
baptize, since it was a fraudulent work written by a presbyter in Asia Minor who 
had in fact admitted the forgery. With the exception of D. MacDonald, 
Tertullian's testimony has not been given much credence by modern scholarship, 
which still considers the author unknown.1 Some contemporary scholars have 
begun to pay serious attention to the possibility that the text was authored by a 
woman, but the evidence remains inconclusive at best. 
Several different endings for the life of Thecla exist. In the shortest version, Thecla 
"enlightens many with the word of God" and dies a peaceful death. In the longer 
versions, Thecla dies more of a martyr's death, hunted by opponents, and 
miraculously rescued from assaults on her chastity, which lead, however, to her 
death. These longer endings probably date to about the fourth century C.E. and 
are fascinating evidence for issues posed by the story and cult of Thecla.  
Was there ever a Thecla? Scholars have generally assumed that the story in its 
present form is untrue—that Paul did not convert a woman named Thecla of 
Iconium. Rather, they have tended to see the story as an enlargement on the few 
biblical hints of Paul's activity in that area, noen of which would account for the 
development of the Thecla legend. Later Christians, however, were firmly 
convinced of her reality, and a cult developed around her figure. The Acts of 
Thecla are clearly the literary prototype for other similar stories such as the Acts 
of Xanthippe and Polyxena and are probably the prototype for similar stories 
about women converts in the Acts of other apostles. In any cast, the text—many 
of whose characters, especially the more admirable ones, are women—is rich 
evidence for the kinds of stories told about ascetic Christian women. 

                                                
1 See Dennis R. MacDonald, The Legend and the Apostle: The Battle for Paul in Story and 
Canon (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1983) and "The Role of Women in the 
Production of the Apocryphal Acts of the Apostles," Iliff Review 41 (1984): 21-28. 



 

 

[1] As Paul was going to Iconium after his flight from Antioch, his fellow 
travellers were Demas and Hermogenes, the copper-smith, who were full of 
hypocrisy and flattered Paul as if they loved him. Paul, looking only at the 
goodness of Christ, did them no harm, but loved them exceedingly so that he 
made sweet to them all the words of the Lord and the interpretation of the gospel 
concerning the birth and resurrection of the Beloved; and he gave them an 
account, word for word, of the great deeds of Christ as they were revealed to 
him. 
[2] And a certain man, by name Onesiphorus, hearing that Paul was coming to 
Iconium, went out to meet with his children Simmias and Zeno and his wife 
Lectra, in order that he might entertain him. Titus had informed him what Paul 
looked like, for he had not seen him in the flesh, but only in the spirit. 
[3] And he went along the royal road to Lystra and kept looking at the passers-by 
according to the description of Titus. And he saw Paul coming, a man small in 
size, bald-headed, bandy-legged, of noble mien, with eyebrows meeting, rather 
hook-nosed, full of grace. Sometimes he seemed like a man, and sometimes he 
had the face of an angel. 
[4] And Paul, seeing Onesiphorus, smiled; and Onesiphorus said: 'Hail, O 
servant of the blessed God.' And he said, 'Grace be with you and your house.' 
And Demas and Hermogenes were jealous and showed greater hypocrisy, so 
that Demas said, 'Are we not of the blessed God that you have not thus saluted 
us? And Onesiphorus said, 'I do not see in you the fruit of righteousness, but if 
such you be, come also into my house and refresh yourselves.'  
[5] And after Paul had gone into the house of Onesiphorus, there was great joy 
and bowing of knees and breaking of bread and the word of God about 
abstinence and the resurrection. Paul said, 'Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God; blessed are those who keep the flesh chaste, for they shall become 
a temple of God; blessed are the continent, for God shall speak with them; 
blessed are those who have kept aloof from this world, for they shall be pleasing 
to God; blessed are those who have wives as not having them, for they shall 
experience God; blessed are those who have fear of God, for they shall become 
angels of God. 
[6] 'Blessed are those who respect the word of God, for they shall be comforted; 
blessed are those who have received the wisdom of Jesus Christ, for they shall be 
called the sons of the Most High; blessed are those who have kept the baptism, 
for they shall be refreshed by the Father and the Son; blessed are those who have 
come to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, for they shall be the light; blessed are those 
who through love of God no longer conform to the world, for they shall judge 
angels, and shall be blessed at the right hand of the Father; blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy and shall not see th ebitter day of 
judgement; blessed are the bodies of the virgins, for they shall be well plesing to 
God and shall not lose the  reward of their chastity. For the word of the Father 
shall become to them a work of salvation in the day of the Son, and they shall 
have rest for ever and ever.' 
[7] And while Paul was speaking in the midst of the church which in the house of 
Onesiphorus a certain virgin named Thecla, the daughter of Theoclia, betrothed 



 

 

to a man named Thamyris, was sitting at the window close by and listened day 
and night to the discourse of virginity, as proclaimed by Paul. And she did not 
look away from the window, but was led on by faith, rejoicing exceedingly. And 
when she saw many women and virgins going in to Paul she also had an eager 
desire to be deemed worthy to stand in Paul's presence and hear the word of 
Christ. For she had not yet seen Paul in person, but only heard his word.  
[8] But since she did not move from the window, her mother sent to Thamyris. 
He came joyfully as if he were already taking her in marriage. So Thamyris said 
to Theocleia, "Where is my Thecla, that I may see her? And Theocleia said, "I 
have something new to tell you, Thamyris. Indeed, for three days and three 
nights Thecla has not risen from the window either to eat or drink, but gazing 
intently as if on some delightful sight, she so devotes herself to a strange man 
who teaches deceptive and ambiguous words that I wonder how one so modest 
in her virginity can be so severly troubled. 
[9] Thamyris, this man is shaking up the city of the Iconians, and your Thecla 
too. For all the women and the young men go into him and are tought by him 
that it is necessary, as he says, 'to fear one single God only and live a pure life.' 
And my daughter also, like a spider bound at the window by his words, is 
controlled by a new desire and a terrible passion. For the virgin concentrates on 
the things he says and is captivated. But you go and speak to her, for she is 
engaged to you." 
[10] And Thamyris went to her, loving her and yet fearing her distraction, and 
said, "Thecla, my fiancée, why do you sit like that? And what sort of passion 
holds you distracted? Turn to your Thamyris and be ashamed." And her mother 
also said the same thing: "Child, why do you sit like that, looking down and not 
answering, like one paralyzed?" And they wept bitterly, Thamyris for the loss of 
a wife, Theocleia, for a daughter; and the female servants for a mistress. So there 
was a great commingling of grief in the house. And while that was going on 
Thecla did not turn away but was concentrating on Paul's word. 
[11] But Thramyris jumped up and went out into the street, and carefully 
observed those going in to Paul and coming out. And he saw two men in a bitter 
quarrel with each other and safid to them, "Gentlemen, tell me, who are you? 
And who is this man who is inside with you, the beguiling one who deceives the 
souls of young men and virgins that they should not marry but rmain as they 
are? I promise now to give you a lot of money if you will tell me about him, for I 
am the first man of this city."  
[12] So Demas and Hermogenes said to him, "Who this man is we do not know. 
But he deprives young men of wives and virgins of husbands, saying, 'Otherwise 
there is no resurrection for you, unless you remain chaste and do not defile the 
flesh but keep it pure.'" 
[13] Thamyris said to them, "Come to my house, gentlemen, and rest with me." 
And they went away to a fabulous banquet, with lots of wine, great riches, and a 
splendid table. And Thamyris gave them drinks, for he loved Thecla and wished 
to have her for his wife. And during the banquet Thamyris said, "Tell me, 
gentlemen, what his teaching is, that I also may know it, for I am very anxious 
about Thecla because she loves the stranger so I am deprived of my wedding." 



 

 

[14] But Demas and Hermogenes said, "Bring him before the governor Castellius 
on the ground that he is seducing the crowds with the new doctrine of the 
Christians, and so he will destroy him and you will have your wife, Thecla. And 
we will teach you concerning the resurrection which he says is to come: that is 
has already taken place in the children whom we have and that we are risen 
again because we have full knowledge of the true God." 
[15] When Thamryis had heard this from them, he rose up early in the morning 
full of jealousy and wrath and went to the house of Onesiphorus, with rules and 
officials and a great crowd, with clubs. He said to Paul, "You have corrupted the 
city of the Iconians, and my fiancée so that she does not want me. Let us go to 
governor Castellius!" And the whole crowd shouted, "Away with the magus! For 
he has corrupted all our women." And the crowds were persuaded. 
[16] And standing before the judgement seat Thamyris cried out, "Proconsul, this 
man—we don't know where he comes from—who does not allow virgins to 
marry, let him declare before you the reasons he teaches these things." And 
Demas and Hermogenes said to Thamyris, "Say that he is a Christian, and so you 
will destroy him." But the governor kept his wits and called Paul, saying to him, 
"Who are you and what do you teach? For they bring no light accusation against 
you."  
[17] Paul lifted up his voice and said, "If today I am interrogated as to what I 
teach, then listen, Proconsul. The living God, the God of vengeance, the jealous 
God, the God who has need of nothing has sent me since he longs for the 
salvation of humanity, that I may draw them away from corruption and 
impurity, and from all pleasure and death, that they may sin no more. Wherefore 
god sent his own child, the one whom I proclaim and teach that in him humanity 
has hope, he who alone had compassion upon a world gone astray, that 
humanity may no longer be under judgment but have faith, fear of God, 
knowledge of dignity, and love of truth. If then I teach the things revealed to me 
by God, what wrong do I do, Proconsul?" When the governor heard this, he 
commanded Paul to be bound and to be led off to prison until he could find a 
onvenient time to give him a more careful hearing. 
[18] But during the night Thecla removed her bracelets and gave them to the 
doorkeeper, and when the door was opened for her she headed off to the prison. 
Upon giving a silver mirror to the jailer, she went in to Paul and sitting at his feet 
she heard about the mighty acts of God. And Paul feared nothing but continued 
to live with full confidence in God; and her faith also increased, as she kissed his 
fetters. 
[19] But when Thecla was sought by her own people and by Thamryis, they 
pursued her through the streets as if she were lost, and one of the doorkeeper's 
fellow slaves made it known that she had gone out during the night. And they 
questioned the doorkeeper, and he told them that she had gone to the stranger in 
the prison. And they went just as he had told them and found her, so to speak, 
united with him in loving affection. And they left there, rallied the crowd about 
them, and relayed this to the governor.  
[20] He ordered Paul to be brought to the judgment seat. But Thecla rolled 
around in the place where Paul was teaching as he sat in prison, so the governor 



 

 

commanded that she too be brought to the judgment seat. And she headed off 
joyfully exulting. But when Paul was brought forward again, the crowd shouted 
out even more, "He is a magus! Away with him!" But the governor gladly 
listened to Paul concerning the holy works of Christ. When he had taken counsel, 
he called Thecla, saying, "Why do you not marry Thamyris according to the law 
of the Iconians?" But she just stood there looking intently at Paul. And when she 
did not answer, Theocleia, her mother, cried out, saying "Burn the lawless one! 
Burn her who is not bride in the midst of the theater in order that all the women 
who have been taught by this man may be afraid!" 
[21] And the governor was greatly moved. He had Paul whipped and threw him 
out of the city, but Thecla he sentenced to be burned. And immediately the 
governor arose and went off to the theater, and all the crowd went out to the 
inevitable spectacle. But Thecla, as a lamb in the wilderness looks around for the 
shepherd, so she sought for Paul. And looking over the crowd, she saw the Lord 
sitting in the form of Paul and said, "As if I were not able to bear up, Paul has 
come to look after me." And she looked intently at him, but he took off into the 
heavens. 
[22] Now, the young men and the virgins brought wood and straw for burning 
Thecla. And as she was brought in naked, the governor wept and marveled at 
the power in her. The executioners spread out the wood and ordered her to 
mount the pyre, and making the sign of the cross she mounted up on the wood 
pile. They put the torch underneath the pile, and although a great fire blazed up, 
the flame did not touch her. For God in compassion produced a noise below the 
earth, and a cloud above full of water and hail overshadowed (the theater), and 
all its contents poured out, so that many were in danger and died. The fire was 
extinguished, and Thecla was saved. 
[23] Now, Paul was fasting with Onesiphorus and his wife and the children in an 
open tomb on the road by which they go from Iconium to Daphne. And after 
many days, as they were fasting the children said to Paul, "We're hungry." And 
they had no means to buy bread, for Onesiphorus had left behind worldly things 
and followed Paul with all his house. But Paul took off his coat and said, "Go 
child, (sell this,) buy several loaves, and bring them (back)." But while the boy 
was buying bread he saw his neighbor Thecla; he was astonished and said, 
"Thecla, where are you going?" And she said, "I am seeking Paul, for I was saved 
from the fire." And the boy said, "Come, I'll take you to him, for he has been 
mourning for you and praying and fasting six days already." 
[24] Now, when she came to the tomb, Paul was kneeling in prayer and saying, 
"Father of Christ, do not let the fire touch Thecla, but be present with her, for she 
is yours!" And standing behind him, she cried out, "Father, maker of heaven and 
earth, the Father of your beloved child Jesus Christ, I bless you because you 
saved me from the fire that I might see Paul." And rising up, Paul saw her and 
said, "God, the knower of hearts, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, I bless you that 
you have so quickly (accomplished) what I asked, and have listened to me." 
[25] And inside the tomb there was much love, with Paul leaping for joy, and 
Onesiphorus, and everyone. The had five loaves and vegetables and water, and 
they were rejoicing over the holy works of Christ. And Thecla said to Paul, "I 



 

 

shall cut my hair short and follow you wherever you go." Be he said, "The time is 
horrible, and you are beautiful. May no other temptation come upon you worse 
than the first and you not bear up but act with cowardice." And Thecla said, 
"Only give me the seal of Christ, and temptation will not touch me." And Paul 
said, "Have patience, Thecla, and you will receive the water." 
[26] And Paul sent away Onesiphorus with all his house to Iconium, and so 
taking Thecla he entered Antioch. But just as they came into town a Syrian by the 
name of Alexander, the first man of the Antiochenes, seeing Thecla, desired her 
and sought to win over Paul with money and gifts. But Paul said, "I don't know 
the woman of whom you speak, nor is she mine." But he, being a powerful man, 
embraced her on the open street; she, however, would not put up with it but 
sought Paul and cried out bitterly, saying, "Force not the stranger, force not the 
servant of God! I am the first woman of the Iconians, and because I did not wish 
to marry Thamyris I have been thrown out of the city." And grabbing Alexander, 
she ripped his cloak, took the crown off his head, and made him a laughingstock. 
[27] But he, partly out of love for her and partly out of shame for what had 
happened to him, brought her before the governor. When she confessed that she 
had done these things, he sentenced her to the beasts. But the women were 
horrified and cried out before the judgment seat, "An evil judgment! An impious 
judgment!" Thecla begged the governor that she might remain pure until battle 
with the beasts. And a wealthy woman named Tryphaena, whose daughter had 
died, took her into custody and found comfort in her.  
[28] When the beasts were led in procession, they bound her to a fierce lioness, 
and the queen Tryphaena followed her. And as Thecla sat upon the lioness's 
back, the lioness licked her feet, and all the crowd was astounded. Now the 
charge on her inscription was Sacrilegious. But the women with their children 
cried out from above, saying, "O God, an impious judgment is come to pass in 
this city!" And after the procession, Tryphaena took her again, for her daughter 
Falconilla, who was dead, had spoken to her in a dream: "Mother, the desolate 
stranger Thecla you will have in my place in order that she may pray for me and 
I be translated to the place of the righteous." 
[29] So when Tryphaena received her back from the procession she was 
sorrowful because she was going to battle with the beasts on the following day, 
but at the same time she loved her dearly like her own daughter Falconilla and 
(she) said, "Thecla, my second child, come and pray for my child, that she may 
live forever; for this I saw in my dreams." And without hesitation she lifted up 
her voice and said, "My God, Son of the Most High, who is in heaven, give to her 
according to her wish, that her daughter Falconilla may live forever!" And when 
Thecla said this, Tryphaena grieved to think that such beauty was to be thrown 
to the beasts. 
[30] And when it was dawn, Alexander came to take her away—for he himself 
was arranging the hunt— and he said, "The governor has taken his seat, and the 
crowd is clamoring for us. Give me her who is to battle the beasts, that I may take 
her away." But Tryphaena cried out so that he fled, saying "A second mourning 
for my Falconilla is come upon my house, and there is no one to help; neither 
child, for she is dead, nor relative, for I am a widow. O God of Thecla my child, 



 

 

help Thecla." 
[31] And the governor sent soldiers in order that Thecla might be brought. 
Tryphaena, however, did not stand aside but, taking her hand, led her up herself, 
saying, "My daughter Falconilla I brought to the tomb, but you, Thecla, I bring to 
battle the beasts." And Thecla wept bitterly and groaned to the Lord, saying, 
"Lord God, in whom I believe, with whom I have taken refuge, who rescued me 
from the fire, reward Tryphaena, who had compassion upon your servant and 
because she has kept me chaste." 
[32] Then ther was a clamor, a roaring of the beasts, and a shouting of the people 
and of the women who sat together, some saying, "Bring in the sacrilegious one!" 
But the women were saying, "Let the city perish for this lawlessness! Slay us all, 
Proconsul! A bitter spectacle, an evil judgment!" 
[33] Now, when Thecla was taken out of Tryphaena's hands, she was stripped, 
given a girdle, and thrown into the stadium. And lions and bears were thrown at 
her, and a fierce lioness ran to her and reclined at her feet. Now, the crown of 
women shouted loudly. And a bear ran up to her, but the lioness ran and met it, 
and ripped the bear to shreds. And again a lion trained against men, which 
belonged to Alexander, ran up to her, and the lioness wrestled with the lion and 
perished with it. So the women mourned all the more, since the lioness that 
helped her was dead. 
[34] Then they sent in many beasts while she stood and stretched out her hands 
and prayed. And when she had finished her prayer, she turned and saw a great 
ditch full of water and said, "Now is the time for me to wash." And she threw 
herself in, saying, "In the name of Jesus Christ, I baptize myself on the last day!" 
And when they saw it, the women and the whole crowd wept, saying, "Do not 
throw yourself into the water!"—so that even the governor wept that such a 
beauty was going to be eaten by the seals. So then she threw herself into the 
water in name of Jesus Christ, but the seals, seeing the light of lightning flash, 
floated dead on the surface. About her there was a cloud of fire so that neither 
could the beasts touch heer nor could she be seen nake.  
[35] Now, the women, as other more terrible beasts were thrown in, wailed, and 
some threw petals, others nard, other cassia, others amomum, so that there was 
an abundance of perfumes. All all the beasts, overcome as if by sleep, did not 
touch her. So Alexander said to the governor, "I have some very fearsome bulls. 
Let us tie her who battles the beasts to them." Although he was frowning, the 
governor gave his consent, saying, "Do what you want." And they bound her by 
the feet between the bulls and prodded them from underneath with red-hot irons 
at the appropriate spot, that being the more enraged they might kill her. The 
bulls indeed leaped forward, but the flame that blazed around her burned 
through the ropes, and it was as if she were not bound. 
[36] But Tryphaena fainted as she stood beside the arena, so that her attendants, 
said, "The queen Tryphaena is dead!" The governor observed this, and the whole 
city was alarmed. And Alexander, falling down at the governor's feet, said, 
"Have mercy upon me and the city, and set free her who battles the beasts, lest 
the city also perish with her. For if Caesar hears these things he will probably 
destroy both us and the city because his relative Tryphaena has died at the circus 



 

 

gates." 
[37] The governor summoned Thecla from among the beasts and said to her, 
"Who are you? And what have you about you that not one of the beasts touched 
you?" She answered, "I am a servant of the living God. As to what I have about 
me, I have believed in him in whom God is well pleased, his Son, on account of 
whom not one of the beasts touched me. For he along is the goal of salvation and 
the foundation of immortal life. For to the storm-tossed he is a refuge, to the 
oppressed relief, to the despairing shelter; in a word, whoever does not believe in 
him shall not live but die forever." 
[38] When the governor heard this, he ordered clothing to be brought and said, 
"Put on the clothing." But she said, "The one who clothed me when I was naked 
among the beasts, this one shall clothe me with salvation in the day of 
judgment." And taking the clothing, she got dressed. And the governor issued a 
degree immediately, saying, "I release you Thecla, the God-fearing servant of 
God." So all the women cried out with a loud voice and as with one mouth gave 
praise to God, saying, "One is God who has saved Thecla!"—so that all the city 
was shaken by the sound. 
[39] And when Tryphaena was told the good news, she came to meet herf with a 
crowd. She embraced Thecla and said, "Now I believe that the dead are raised 
up! Now I believe that my child lives! Come inside, and I will transfer everything 
that is mine to you." So Thecla went in with her and rested in her house for eight 
days, instructing her in the word of God, so that the majority of the female 
servants also believed. And there was great joy in the house. 
[40] Yet Thecla longed for Paul and sought him, sending all around in every 
direction. And it was made known to her that he was in Myra. So taking male 
and female servants, she got herself ready, sewed her chiton into a cloak like a 
man's, and headed off to Myra. She found Paul speaking the word of God and 
threw herself at him. But he was astonished when he saw her and the crowd that 
was with her, wondering whether another temptation was not upon her. So 
realizing this, she said to him, "I have taken the bath, Paul, for he who worked 
with you for the Gospel has also worked with me for my washing."  
[41] And taking her by the hand, Paul led her into the house of Hermias and 
heard everything from her, so that Paul marveled greatly and those who heard 
were strengthened and prayed on behalf of Tryphaena. And standing up, Thecla 
said to Paul, "I am going to Iconium." So Paul said, "Go and teach the word of 
God!" Now, Tryphaena sent her a lot of clothing an gold, so it could be left 
behind for Paul for the ministry of the poor. 
[42] So Thecla herself headed off to Iconium and entereed the house of 
Onesiphorus and threw herself down on the floor where Paul had sat when he 
was teaching the oracles of God, and wept, saying, "My God, and God of this 
house where the light shone upon me, Christ jesus, the Son of God, my help in 
prison, my help before the governor, my help in the flame, my help among the 
beasts, you are God, and to you be glory forever. Amen." 
[43] And she found Thamyris dead, but her mother alive. And calling her mother 
to her, she said to her, "Theocleia, my mother, are you able to believe that the 



 

 

Lord lives in the heavens? For whether you desire money, the Lord will give it to 
you through me, or your child, behold, I am standing beside you." And when she 
had given this witness she headed off to Seleucia, and after enlightening many 
with the word of God, she slept with a fine sleep.  
Some manuscripts contain, after "Seleucia," the following material: 
and dwelt in a cave seventy-two years, living upon herbs and water. And she 
enlightened many by the word of god. 
[44] And certain men of the city, being Greeks by religion and physicians by 
profession, sent to her pompous young men to corrupt her. For they said, "She is 
a virgin and serves Artemis, and from this she have virtue in healing." And y the 
providence of God she entered into the rock alive and went under ground. And 
she departed to Rome to see Paul and found that he had fallen asleep. And after 
staying there a short time, she rested in glorious sleep and she is buried about 
two or three stadia from the tomb of her master Paul. 
[45] She was cast into the fire when seventeen years old and among wild beasts 
when eighteen. And she was an ascetic in the cave, as has been said, seventy-two 
years so that all the years of her life were ninety. And after accomplishing many 
cures she rests in the place of the saints, having fallen asleep on the twenty-
fourth of the month of September in Christ Jesus our Lord to whom be glory and 
strength for ever and ever. Amen. 
One manuscript contains the following additional material: 
and a cloud of light guided her. And having come into Seleucia she went outside 
the city one stade. And she was afraid of them for they worshipped idols. And it 
guided her to the mountain called Calaman or Rhodeon, and having found there 
a cave she went into it. And she was there many years and underwent many and 
grievous trials by the devil and bore them nobly, being assisted by Christ. And 
some of the well-born women, having learned about the virgin Thecla, went to 
her and learned miracles of God. And many of them bade farewell to the world 
and lived an ascetic life with her. And a good report was spread everywhere 
concerning her; and cures were done by her. All the city, therefore, and the 
country around, having learnt this, brought their sick to the mountain, and 
before they came near the door they were speedily released from whatever 
disease they were afflicted with; and the unclean spirits went out shrieking, and 
all received their own people in health, glorifying God who had given such grace 
to the virgin Thecla. The physicians of the city of Seleucia were thought nothing 
of, having lost their trade, and no one any longer had regard for them. Being 
filled with envy and hatred, they plotted against the servant of Christ to decide 
what they should do to her. The devil then suggested to them a wicked device. 
One day, having assembled, they took counsel and consulted with each other, 
saying, "This holy virgin has influence upon the great goddess Artemis and if she 
ask anything of her she hears her, being a virgin herself, and all the gods love 
her. Come, then, let us take unprincipled men and make them drunk with wine, 
and let us give them a great deal of money and say to them, 'If you corrupt and 
defile her we shall give you even more money.'" The physicians said to 
themselves that if they should be able to defile her neither the gods nor Artemis 
would listen to her in the case of the sick. They therefore acted accordingly. And 



 

 

the wicked men went up to the mountain and rushed upon the cave like lions 
and knocked at the door. And the holy martyr Thecla opened it, emboldened by 
the God in whom she trusted, for she knew of their plot beforehand. And she 
said to them, "What do you want, my children?" And they said, "Is there 
someone here called Thecla?" And she said, "What do you want with her?" They 
said to her, "We want to sleep with her." The blessed Thecla said to them, "I am a 
poor old woman, a servant of my Lord Jesus Christ; and even though you want 
to do something unseemly to me you cannot." They said to her, "We must do to 
you what we want." Having said this, they laid fast hold of her and wished to 
insult her. But she said to them with mildness, "Wait, my children, that you may 
see the glory of the Lord." And when they took hold of her she looked up into 
heaven and said, "God, terrible and incomparable and glorious to your 
adversaries, who delivered me out of the fire, who did not give me up to 
Thamyris, who did not give me up to Alexander, who delivered me from the 
wild beasts, who saved me in the abyss, who has everywhere worked with me 
and glorified your name in me, now also deliver me from these lawless men and 
let them not insult my virginity which for your name's sake I have preserved till 
now because I love you and desire you and adore you, the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost for ever. Amen." And there came a voice out of heaven 
saying, "Fear not, Thecla, my true servant, for I am with you. Look and see where 
an opening has been made before your, for there shall be for you an everlasting 
house and there you shall obtain shelter." And looking around, the blessed 
Thecla saw the rock opened far enough to allow aperson to enter, and in 
obedience to what had been said to her she courageously fled from the lawless 
men and entered into the rock; and the rock was immediately shut together so 
that not even a joint could be seen. And they, beholding the extraordinary 
wonder, became distracted, and they were not able to stop the servant of God but 
only caught hold of her dress and were able to tear off a certain part. All this 
happened by the permission of God for the faith of those seeing the venerable 
place and for blessing the generations afterwards to those who believe in our 
Lord Jesus Christ out of a pure heart. 
Thus, then, suffered the first martyr of God and apostle and virgin, Thecla, who 
came from Iconium when eighteen years of age. With her journeying and travels 
and the retirement in the mountain she lived seventy-two years more. And when 
the Lord took her she was ninety years old. And thus is her consummation. And 
her holy commemoration is celebrated on the twenty-fourth of the month of 
September, to the glory of the Father and the Son and the Holy Ghost, now and 
ever and to ages of ages. Amen. 
From Women's Religions in the Greco-Roman World: A Sourcebook, edited by Ross 
Shepard Kraemer (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004), 628-650. 


