Lesson 1

As you read in the syllabus, the goal of this course is to develop your ability to read, understand, and respond to texts
written in Greek during the classical period of ancient Greece, which began in the six century BCE and came to a close
with the rise of Macedonian power in the Mediterranean during the last half of the fourth century. To achieve this goal,
you will engage with a series of readings based on a variety of ancient Greek texts, and though this engagement you will
gradually acquire the language. In the first semester the readings will concern a household in a village not far from
Ecbatana in Media. As you will learn in the second semester, this is where Cyrus, who would go on to establish the
Achaemenid Empire, spent his childhood as recorded in the Histories of Herodotus and Xenophon's Cyropaideia. Y ou
will eventually meet Cyrus through Kydraios, one of his contemporaries in the village.

In this first reading Kydraios speaks with a boy, approximately his own age, who has recently come into the village
where Kydraios and his family live seeking a household where he could work in return for the necessities of life.
Kydraios' father, Astibaros, has determined that the boy is of Hebrew descent and surmises that his family was among
those whom the Babylonians brought as captives from Jerusalem when their king, Nebuchadnezzar, finally captured the
city about ten years earlier. How he wandered away from Babylon and journeyed all the way to Media almost three
hundred miles northeast of Babylon remains unclear. Astibaros has decided to keep this boy, whose name is Zapov,
Zaphon, because "vopog £yéveto €&v Mndoig, 80Tic mévng tpoetig &veka Tpoaoir avopl eDTOP® E0VTOV 61000C, HTMS
TPEEOTO T€ Kol dpuméyotto, ioa kol dodAov vouilecOat ékeivov" ("Among the Medes was a custom that whoever was
poor and in need of food and approached a man of means, giving himself over to him so that he would be fed and
clothed, would be thought of as his slave.") Thinking that Zaphon could not only contribute to the livelihood of the
household but be a companion for his younger son, Astibaros has entrusted the boy to Kydraios, who will, first of all,
have to teach Zaphon how to communicate with the family. (Of course, Kydraios and his family spoke Median, but that
language only survives in a limited number of words that made their way into Old Persian. This course asks you to think
of the readings as Greek translations of what would have been in Median and, as you will see, Hebrew.)

Follow along and begin learning ancient Greek along with Zaphon by reading through this selection a number of times
improving your pronunciation of the Greek each time and working to achieve full comprehension.

Reading (T0 dvayvoopa)

yoipe, ® @ike. £poi 10 dvoud ot Kudpaiog, &y kol o dopev maideg. &y eipt Mijdog 10 yévog kai ov &l ‘Eppoioc.
otkoDpev &v 1] Mndi] yopa

10 Ovoud 6ot £0TL ZaphV.
0 maTnp ol kal 0 deomdTNG 60l AcTiBdpog £oti Kai 1) utnp €poi €0t Kai 1) déomova 6ol Zapivaia. Lol €ict AdEAPOG
Kol ASEAP. TO dvopa AdeAP® 0Tl Opaciotopog Koi adehot] ‘EAEVN. éougv ovv tékva Tod e AcTIBApov Kai THG

Zopvaiog.

€Y® viOG el Tod ActiBdpov Kol ThHg Zapvaiag. £y Kol AdeApOc, ®pacioTopog dvouaoti, viol éopev Tod Actifdpov
Kol Thg Zapvoiog.

1N adedon €pod, ‘Erévn ovopacti, Buydtnp €oti 10D Actifdpov kal tig Zopvoiag.

Vocabulary

% Green background color indicates core vocabulary.

Nouns (ta ovoporta) Definition Dict. | Gram. || Author



https://zetesis.org/wp1/information-greek-101/

@iAOg friend LS] |[287 Her
® ¢ike (address) friend Xen
ot @iAot the friends
0 ¢ilog the friend (male)

N @iAn the friend (female)

dvopa name LSJ || 258 Her
t0 dvoua the name Xen
T 6vopata the names
ovopooti by name

oG child LSJ |[257 Her
0 maig the child (male), boy Xen
M modig the child (female), girl

M#dog Mede (i.e, a person from Media LSJ || 264
0 Mi|do¢ the Mede (male)

Yévog kin, race LS] |[264 Her
10 Yévog the race; in this instance: "with Xen
regard to race"

ToT P father LSJ || 262 Her
0 matp the father Xen

unmp mother LSJ || 262 Her
N wp the mother Xen

AOEAPOG brother LSJ || 231 Her
0 adehpog the brother Xen
@ 60eAe® to (or for) the brother

AdEAPN| sister LS] |[[216 Xen
1N aderen the sister
] 0deAT to (or for) the sister

Buydtnp daughter LS] |[[262 Her
1 Buydtnp the daughter Xen

viog son LSJ || 231 Her
0 vi6g the son Xen
ot vioi the sons

TEKVOV child LSJ |[[231 Her
10 tékvov the child
td 1éKkva the children

YOPU land, area, region LSJ || 216 Her
N xopa the land
&v T youa in the land

Pronouns (ai évrovopion) Definition Dict. | Gram. || Author

gyd I 325

éuot me, to me, for me 25
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http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/text?doc=Perseus%3Atext%3A1999.04.0007%3Asmythp%3D216
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Tl what (singular) 334
ool you, to you, for you 325
oV you (singular) 334
€uod of me, my 325
Adjectives (ta €nifeta ovopata) || Definition Dict. || Gram. || Author
Mnodwdg, -1, -0v Median LSJ | 287
N Mndwn yopa the Median land
o1 Mndwoi naideg the Median (male)
children
0 Mnodwov yévog the median people
Verbs (ta prjpota) Definition Dict. || Gram. || Author
elui [ am LSJ |[768 Xen
€oti he, she, or it is
éopév we are
&l you (singular) are
gioi they are
Yoiape You (singular) be happy, glad. LSJ | 383 Her
Xen
oikodpevV We live LSJ] || 385 Her
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