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I. ON THE DEATH OF ERATOSTHENES 19 

courtyard door had creaked (which had never happened before), and 
how I had noticed that my wife had used makeup. All these things 
flashed into my mind, and I was full of suspicion. [18] I returned 
home, and mid the slave girl to come shopping with me,6 bur I took 
her to rhe house of one of my friends and told her that I had found 
out everything that was going on in my house. "So it is up to you," I 
said, "to choose the fate you prefer: either to be flogged and pm out 
to work in the mill, and never have any rest from such sufferings; or 
else to admit the whole trurh and suffer no punishment, but instead 
to be forgiven for your crimes. No lies now: I want the full trurh." 
[19] At first she denied it and told me to do whatever I pleased, be­
cause she knew norhing. But when I mentioned rhe name Eratosthe­
nes to her and declared that this was rhe man who was visiting my
wife, she was astonished, realizing that I knew everyrhing. She imme­
diately fell at my knees and made me promise she would suffer no
harm. [20] She admitted,' first, how he had approached her afrer rhe
funeral, and then how she had eventually acted as his messenger, and
how my wife had in the end been won over, and the various ways he
had entered rhe house, and how during the Thesmophoria, 8 when I
was in rhe country, my wife had attended rhe shrine with his morher.
She gave me a full and accurate account of everyrhing else that had
happened. [21] When she had finished, I said, "Make sure rhat no­
body at all hears about this, otherwise nothing in our agreement will
be binding. I want you to show me rhem in the act. I don't want
words; I want their actions to be clearly proved, if it is really true." She
agreed to do rhis.

[22] Afrer rhis there was an interval of four or five days, as I shall
bring clear evidence to show.' But first, I want to tell you what 

6 Lit. "to accompany me to the Agora," as in 1.16. 
7 Lit. "accused," which has a slightly stronger flavor and prefigures the way in

which Euphilecus constructs himself as the judge of Eratosthenes' case at 1.26. 
8 A women's festival in honor of Demeter, celebrated in the autumn. Men were 

excluded, and women camped out together for three days (as in Aristophanes' 

Women at the Thesmophoria). 
9He does not in fact produce such evidence, nor is it obvious why he should 

wish to do so. Many scholars suspect that some words have dropped out of the 

text between "days" and "as." 
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